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OFFICE OF

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL

AUSTIN,TEXAS

PRICE DANIEL '
ATTORNEY GENERAL December 12, 1947

Hon. Gibb Gilchrist, President
8. & M. College of Texas
College Station, Texas Opinion No. V-454

Re: Authority of Board
of Directors of A.
and M. College to
erect an employees
residence with bal-
snce of Pure Feed
Fund

Dear 8Sir:

We refer to your letter of recent date re-
questing the opinlon of this Depsrtment &s to whether
the Board of Directors of Texas A. & M. College may
erect an employee's residence at the Gonzales Agricul -
tural Experiment Station out of the unexpended balance
of the Pure Feed Fund under the terms of the current

RprOpriation b1ll for educational institutions, H. B.
246, 50th Legislature.

Sec. 2 of ssid H. B. 246, provides, in psrt,
that: "All beslsnces in the institutional funds of the
geveral Stste lunstitutlons named in this d4ct . . . are
hereby appropriated for the support, meintenance, opera -
tion and ilwmprovement of seld Stete institutions . . .
snd 8ec. 3 provides, 1in pert, that "the seversl sums of
money speciflied hereinafter . . . are hereby appropriat-
ed . . . to the several educational lnstitutlons and
other educationsl agencles nsmed in thils Act, for their
supporE, maintensnce, bulldings, operation and improve-
ments.

Sec. 4 of said H.B. 246, conteins, emong others,
the following provisions:

"Por the purpose of psylng the expenses
incurred for administering the Pure Feed Laws
. + » there is hereby sppropristed to the ex-
periment stations of the Agricultural and Me-
chanicsl College of Texas out of the receipts
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accrued to the credit of the Pure Peed
Fund for each of the fiscal years end-
ing August 31, 1948, and August 31,
1949, such amounts thereof ss shall be
necessary for the efflcient sdministra-
tion and operation of said Pure Feed
Lawvs. The unexpended bslance in said
fund may be used for eny of the purposes
herein sppropriasted for the dgricultural
and Mechanlcal College of Texas, or for
the purposes of conducting experliments
with feeds by the Texes Agricultural Ex-
reriment Station, provided thst sny 28l-
aries pald or supplemented therefrom
shall not exceed those pald for the same
or zimilsr services in the Main College."

The Board of Directors of A. & M. College
was authorized to establish snd maintain in Gonzales
County, Texas, an agricultural experiment stetion for
investlgations and experiments in the study of poultry
problems by Art. 149H, Vernon's Civil Statutes. Sec.

2 of said Art. 149H provides, in part, as follows:

"Phe Board of Directors of the Agri-
cultural and Mechanicel College of Texss
1ls hereby suthorized and empowered to se-
cure a8 sultable site for the location of
s8id agriculturasl experiment station in
Gonzales County, Texas, . . - The gs8id
Board of Directors 1s suthorlized to accept
donations of land, water, equipment, money
or anything of vslue for the establlshment
and meaintenance of sald ststion and to use
donstlons and sppropristions which might
hereafter be made for the erection of the
necegsary bulldings and equipmwment . . ., 1If
and efter the lands necessary for saild sta-
tion have been purchased or donsted."
(Underlining supplied)

The Pure Feed PFund, which 1s the source of

the moneys with which you intend to erect the employee's
reaidence, 1s a8 speclal fund in which there are deposit-~
ed the teg and certification fees collected by 4. & M.
College on 81l feeding stuff used or sold in this State.
The fees are pald to the Directer of the Texss Agricul-
tursl Experiment Ststion at A. & M. and by him deposit-
ed in the State Tressury. Art. 3875, V.C.S.
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The quoted provislions of the Appropriation

Bill do not undertake to limit the Board of Directors
in the expenditure of the balance in the Pure Feed
Fund. It is true that the moneys in sald fund are
public moneys which must be re-sppropriated every two
jears by the Legislature in order that they may be

expended in performing the duties" required by the
pure feed statutes. However, as & matter of legisls -
tive practice we knowv that the use of these funds s
been left largely to the discretion of the Director

of the EBxperiment Station snd the Board of Directors
of A. & M. College.

We belleve that one of the purposes of the
appropriation for A. & M. College in H.B. 246 is the
maintenance, operation and improvement of the Gon-
zales Experiment Station, as evidenced by Items 113
through 117 of this Act. If ir the sound discretion
of the Board of Directors of A. & M. College, an
employee's residence 1s a necessary bdbullding at the
Gonzales Experiment Station, the Board msy authorize
erection of such 8 residence to be paid for from the
unexpended balsnce of the Pure Feed Fund.

SUMMARY

The Board of Directors of the 4. & M.
College of Texas may erect an employee's
residence at the Gonzales Experiment 3ta-
tion from the unexpended baslance of the
Pure Feed Fund, if in the discretion of the
Board such residence 1s 8 necessary building
at this station. Art. 149H, V.C.S.; Secs.

2 and 3, H.B. 246, Acts 50th Leg., R.S.

1947.
Yours very truly
APPROVED: ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS
Iy By ! /(/
ATTORNEY GENERAL James T. B¥yan

Assistant
JTB/ih



